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CROCODILE!




CROCODILES

By Colin Stevenson from Crocodile Encounters

I like crocodiles — they're even older
than the dinosaurs, totally fascinating
and just a little scary.

From the huge saltwater crocodiles of Australia and
Asia to South America’s smaller dwarf caiman, there
are 23 species of crocodiles, alligators, caimans and
gharials alive today. Together we call them crocodilians
and they float about the rivers and swamps of every
tropical region on Earth. Crocodilians first emerged
more than 200 million years ago and are still the
dominant aquatic predators within the tropics.

Water's edge predators

When a crocodile closes its powerful jaws, its teeth
settle into notches outside the jaw with the huge
interlocking teeth still visible. When an alligator
closes its mouth, the top jaw overlaps the bottom

one, leaving just the top teeth visib

buck-toothed appearance. This is a good way to tell
them apart. Crocodiles have no need for a denti
because they replace their teeth continually as*

wear out, chip or break. All this adds up to mean that
a crocodile’s teeth have the most powerful bite on the
planet today — so steer clear.

L

Imagine you're near the edge of a murky river in
northern Australia. In that water, a five-metre long
saltwater crocodile could be watching you and all
you would see are a few bumps sticking out of the
water. Those bumps are the eyes, ears and nose of
the crocodile. This means it can see, hear, smell and
breathe even though most of its body is hidden
under the water. By hiding like this, a crocodile can get
very close without its victim knowing — and because
they're very patient, they will wait all day for prey to
come along.
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